The pathogenesis of Munchausen syndrome. A review and case report.
The authors present a case of Munchausen syndrome notable for an extended premorbid length and lack of early identifiable antisocial behavior. The patient's life history has been reconstructed, and an integrated psychobiological evaluation of the patient is given including neuroanatomical, neurohormonal, and neuropsychological assessments. Frontotemporal cerebral atrophy and lack of thyroid-stimulating hormone response to thyroid-releasing hormone infusion were found. Although self-object losses did appear to precipitate the Munchausen syndrome in a step-wise fashion, it appears that central nervous system deterioration might have been related to the development of the disorder.